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was estimated that there were upwards of two
thousand pirates in and about Providence. In
17183 Captain Woodes Eogers leased the islands
for twenty-one years, from the proprietors, and
received a commission as Governor; he sailed, for
Providence, with a naval force and powers to offer
an amnesty to all who submitted. Five or six
well-known pirate captains made their peace with
the Government, and a number of their crews,
though some of them went back to their old trade
before long. England, La Buze, and others slipped
away and made for Madagascar, A council was
then formed, consisting of six of the adventurers
and six of the inhabitants who had never been
pirates themselves. This was followed by the
submission of others; some were hung, and order
of a sort was re-established in the Bahamas.

The coasts of Virginia and North Carolina were
at this time beset by a number of pirates, the most
notorious of whom was Edward Teach, alias Black-
beard, a Bristol man, who had begun his piratical
career In the spring of 1717; the most sinister
figure in the annals of piracy. Pirate captains
were, as a rule, chosen by their crews, and if their
conduct was unsatisfactory to the rovers, they